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Chapter  I 
INTRODUCTION 


Function  of  a  Public  Improvements  Program 

The  principal  function  of  a  public  improvements  program  is  to  serve  as  a  guide  in 
the  development  of  a  capital  improvements  budget.  Specifically,  the  purposes  of  this 
report  will  be: 

1.  To  assemble  a  list  of  all  public  improvements  which  will  be  needed  by  the 
City- in  the  next  twenty  year  period  as  recommended  in  the  City's  physical  development 
plans. 

2.  To  establish  and  justify  a  priority  schedule  for  each  improvement 
according  to  relative  urgency  or  need. 

Improvements  Included  in  this  Report 

Public  improvements  scheduled  in  Chapter  II  of  this  report  were,  for  the  most  part 
taken  from  proposals  stated  in  the  City's  Future  Land  Use  Plan  (1962),  Historical  Area 
Study  (1964),  Community  Facilities  Plan  (1965),  and  Neighborhood  Analysis  (1965). 
Improvement  proposals  were  also  taken  from  the  1960  report  by  Pitometer  Associates 
(dealing  with  water  supply  and  distribution)  and  the  two  Annexation  Reports  (September, 
1963  and  February,  1964).*   Several  improvements  which  City  officials  felt  were  needed 
but  which  were  not  contained  in  any  of  the  above  mentioned  reports,  were  also  included 
in  this  report . 

Although  a  study  of  the  Historical  Area  and  a  detailed  thoroughfare  plan  for  the 
City  are  due  to  begin  in  a  few  months,  it  was  felt  that  the  previous  recommendations 


Prepared  by  Henry  von  Oesen  and  Associates  and  John  Talbert  and  Associate; 


made  in  these  areas  of  concern  should  be  included  as  a  part  of  this  report.   After  these 
studies  have  been  completed  and  their  recommendations  analyzed,  the  Public  Improvements 
Program  can  be  amended  to  reflect  any  new  public  improvements  proposed. 

Improvements  dealing  with  libraries,  schools,  hospitals,  and  office  buildings  which 
are  the  partial  or  total  responsibility  of  New  Hanover  County  officials  have,  in 
several  instances,  also  been  scheduled  in  this  report.   The  inclusion  of  these  improve- 
ments was  deemed  necessary  because  future  County  plans  for  public  improvements  have, 
in  specific  cases,  a  direct  influence  on  future  City  improvement  policies.   It  is 
hoped  that  this  report  would  also  facilitate  and  encourage  the  coordination  of  public 
improvements  planning  between  these  two  levels  of  government. 


Method  of  Scheduling  Improvements 

In  order  to  retain  a  degree  of  flexibility  in  the  administration  of  this  program, 
improvements  in  this  report  have  not  been  scheduled  on  a  year  to  year  basis  but  rather 
in  four  general  fiscal  periods.   The  first  two  periods  will  be  for  three  years  each, 
extending  from  July  1,  1965  to  June  30,  1968  and  from  July  1,  1968  to  June  30,  1971, 
The  improvements  listed  in  these  two  fiscal  periods  should  form  the  nucleus  of  all 
improvements  scheduled  in  the  City's  capital  improvements  budget,  when  formulated.   The 
last  two  fiscal  periods  of  seven  years  each  will  extend  from  July  1,  1971  to  June  30, 
1978  and  from  July  1,  1978  to  June  30,  1985.   No  attempt  was  made  to  place  an  addition- 
al priority  of  importance  on  each  public  improvement  within  the  same  fiscal  period. 
Within  each  period,  improvements  which  concern  a  particular  City  department  or  agency 
were  grouped  together  even  though  the  proposals  may  have  come  from  different  sources  or 
reports  . 


The  scheduling  of  all  improvements  in  this  report  has  been  jointly  worked  out  with 
the  various  City  and  County  officials  concerned  and  then  reviewed  and  approved  by  the 
City  Manager . 


Public  Improvements  in  the  Newly  Annexed  Area 

In  accordance  with  General  Statutes  160-453.15,  section  (c),  the  City  of 
Wilmington  is  required  to  provide  refuse  collection,  police  and  fire  protection,  street 
lighting,  street  maintenance,  and  public  water  and  sewer  to  the  newly  annexed  area  "on 
substantially  the  same  basis  and  in  the  same  manner  as  such  services  are  provided  with- 
in the  rest  of  the  municipality  prior  to  annexation".   Henry  von  Oesen  and  Associates 
and  John  Talbert  and  Associates  collaborated  on  a  study  of  the  annexed  area  prior  to 
annexation  and  subsequently  published  two  reports  which  made  specific  recommendations 
as  to  what  public  improvements  would  be  necessary  to  adequately  serve  the  annexed  area. 
Cost  estimates  for  extending  services  to  this  area  were  also  included  in  these  reports. 
On  November  26,  1963,  a  $3,800,000  bond  issue  was  approved  by  the  citizens  of 
Wilmington  to  finance  these  improvements.   Although  the  Public  Improvements  Program 
is  not  directly  concerned  with  the  cost  estimates  contained  in  these  reports,  the 
list  of  individual  improvements  required  to  service  this  newly  annexed  area  were 
considered.   Due  to  the  legal  requirement  of  providing  services  to  this  area  soon 
after  annexation,  improvements  recommended  in  these  Annexation  Reports  were  scheduled 
in  the  three  year  fiscal  period  extending  from  July  1,  1965  to  June  30,  1968. 


The  Public  Improvements  Program  and  the  Capital  Improvements  Budget 

As  mentioned  earlier,  the  public  improvements  program  acts  as  a  guide  in  the  devel- 
opment of  the  capital  improvements  budget.   Simply  stated,  the  function  of  the  public 
improvements  program  is  to  establish  a  priority  for  each  of  the  improvement  projects 
according  to  need,  justify  this  priority,  and  set  up  a  general  scheme  of  implementation. 
The  capital  improvements  budget  takes  this  list  of  improvements,  determines  how  much 
each  item  will  cost  and  how  each  is  to  be  financed,   In  the  capital  improvements  budget 
the  scheduling  process  is  refined  to  the  point  where  each  improvement  is  scheduled  to 
be  accomplished  in  a  specific  fiscal  year. 


Advantages  of  a  Public  Improvements  Program  and  a  Capital  Improvements  Budget 

A  long  range  public  improvements  program  and  capital  improvements  budget  provides 
the  following  advantages  to  the  taxpayers,  to  business  and  industrial  managers  and  to 
public  officials: 

1.  Aids  the  City  in  stabilizing  the  economic  climate  by  helping  investors,  business 
and  industrial  managers  and  home  owners  gauge  the  future  more  accurately  with  respect  to 
the  physical  development  of  the  City  and  the  financial  obligations  entailed  by  such 

de ve 1 opmen t  s . 

2.  Provides  a  means  of  assuring  that  the  projects  will  be  carried  out  in  accordance 
with  both  predetermined  priorities  of  need  and  the  community's  ability  to  pay  for  them. 

3.  Protects  the  City  against  the  influence  of  well-meaning  groups  seeking  to 
advance  some  interests  irrespective  of  the  needs  of  the  City  as  a  whole. 


4.  Required  bond  issues  and  necessary  tax  income  can  be  foreseen  and  provisions 
can  be  made  for  the  issuance  of  bonds  and  necessary  adjustments  in  future  City  tax  policies. 

5.  Permits  coordination  of  the  City  program  with  the  County  School  District  and 
other  governmental  agencies,  and  places  the  various  departments  of  the  City  in  a  better 
position  to  program  their  construction  activities  and  operations  and  to  program  the  procurement 
of  major  items  of  equipment. 

6.  Lengthens  the  period  available  for  the  proper  technical  design  of  community 
facilities. 

7.  Permits  the  advance  acquisition  of  real  estate  needed  for  improvements  by 
purchase  in  a  favorable  market  or  the  retention  of  tax  delinquent  land  or  unused  City  property 
for  these  improvements. 

8.  Provides  the  taxpayer  with  a  clearer  picture  of  what  services  he  is  receiving 
for  his  tax  dollar  and  helps  provide  him  with  information  on  the  total  needs  of  the  City 
so  that  he  may  vote  intelligently  on  bond  issues. 

9.  Lastly,  a  public  improvements  program,  prepared  in  advance  and  given  proper 
publicity,  serves  to  foster  civic  pride,  inspires  public  confidence  in  the  orderly  process 
of  City  government  and  encourages  participation  by  citizens  in  civic  affairs. 

The  Public  Improvements  Program  Must  Be  Flexible  and  Continuous 

The  accompanying  list  of  public  improvements  recommended  in  Chapter  II  of  this  report 
for  the  twenty  year  period  extending  from  July  1,  1965  through  to  June  30,  1985  must  of 
necessity  be  flexible.   Beyond  the  first  six  year  period,  many  of  the  improvements  recommended 
and  scheduled  in  this  report  will  require  further  study  and,  as  years  pass,  changes  and 
adjustments  in  scheduling  will  be  found  desirable  or  essential.   It  is  proposed  that 
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this  program  be  reviewed  at  the  end  of  each  fiscal  year  and  any  necessary  changes  be 
made  accordingly.   In  this  way  the  City  of  Wilmington  will  have  a  continuing  public 
improvements  program  and  the  benefits  of  continuing  fiscal  planning. 


Major  Considerations  in  Scheduling 

The  scheduling  of  public  improvements  in  this  report  reflects,  in  particular,  two 
general  considerations.   The  first  of  which  is  that  all  efforts  should  be  made  to 
purchase  land  for  needed  community  facilities  far  in  advance  of  the  actual  need  for  the: 
particular  facility.   Basically  the  justification  for  this  is  that  vacant  land  in  the 
City  is  becoming  more  valuable  (and  expensive)  with  each  passing  year  and  therefore 
ought  to  be  acquired  as  soon  as  possible  before  its  value  rises  appreciably.   The 
second  consideration  is  that  the  functional  arrangement  and  visual  appearance  of 
Wilmington  affects  the  economy  of  the  entire  city  and  affects  the  city's  ability  to 
attract  industrial  and  commercial  firms  and  tourists. 

Chapter  II  deals  with  the  actual  listing  and  scheduling  of  improvements.   Sections 
1,  2,     3,  and  4  describe  in  detail,  the  particular  improvements  and  studies  needed  in 
specific  fiscal  periods  and  the  justification  for  each.   Chapter  III  consists  of  a 
summary  of  all  public  improvements  programmed  in  this  report. 


Chapter 


PUBLIC  IMPROVEMENTS  PROGRAM 


July  1,  1965  to  June  30,  1985 


Sect  ion  1 . 


July  I,  1965  to  June  30,  1968 


PUBLIC  IMPROVEMENT  PROJECTS 


Fire  Protection 


1.  The  construction  of  fire  station  #2  (on  Park  Avenue)  should  be  completed  during  this 
fiscal  period.  The  improvement  of  this  site  and  the  acquisition  of  fire  equipment  need- 
ed in  connection  with  this  station  is  also  programmed  for  this  fiscal  period. 

This  station  is  needed  to  serve  almost  90%  of  the  newly  annexed  areas  in  addition  to 
keeping  the  City  in  a  Class  III.  fire  rating  category.* 

2.  Land  should  be  acquired  and  a  new  fire  station  (#5)  constructed  on  the  south  side  of 
Shipyard  Boulevard,  near  Newkirk  Avenue.   The  site  for  this  facility  should  be  at  least 
one  acre  in  size.   The  acquisition  of  fire  equipment  needed  in  connection  with  this 
station  is  also  programmed  for  this  fiscal  period. 

This  station  will  be  needed  in  the  latter  part  of  this  three  year  period  to  replace 
present  Fire  Station  #5  (located  at  17th.  and  Dock  Streets),  the  operation  of  which  will 
soon  be  discontinued.   This  new  station  should  be  in  operation  upon  the  completion  of 
New  Hanover  Memorial  Hospital.   This  facility  will  be  needed  to  serve  the  southwestern 
section  of  the  City  in  addition  to  keeping  the  City  in  a  Class  III.  fire  rating  category. 

3.  Land  should  be  acquired  along  Market  Street,  east  of  Kerr  Avenue,  for  the  site  of 
future  fire  station  #3.   This  site  should  be  at  least  one  acre  in  size.   The  construction 
of  the  fire  station  building,  the  development  of  this  site,  and  the  acquisition  of  fire 
fighting  equipment  for  this  station  is  programmed  for  the  following  three  year  fiscal 
period. 

A  station  is  needed  at  this  location  to  serve  the  northeastern  section  of  the  city  in 
addition  to  allowing  the  city  to  maintain  its  Class  III.  fire  rating  classification. 


*  The  construction  of  fire  station  #5  (on  Shipyard  Boulevard)  during  this  fiscal  period 
and  fire  station  #3  (on  Market  Street)  during  the  following  3— year  period  will  reduce 
the  obligated  service  area  of  this  station  to  generally  the  southeastern  section  of  the 
city  only  . 


July  1,  1965  to  June  30,  1968 

4.  A  training  center  for  firemen  should  be  developed  on  the  County-owned,  2^  acre  site 
south  of  the  New  Hanover  County  Airport.   A  "smoke  house"  and  other  necessary  training 
facilities  and  equipment  will  be  needed  in  conjunction  with  the  development  of  this  site, 

This  training  center  is  needed  to  supplement  fire  training  facilities  at  Greenfield  Lake 
and  will  serve  as  a  training  area  for  both  City  firemen  and  volunteer  companies  from  the 
County.   The  present  Greenfield  Lake  facility  is  not  able  to  provide  comprehensive  fire 
fighting  training  because  of  its  close  proximity  to  existing  residential  development, 
with  the  subsequent  danger  of  "training  fires"  spreading. 

5.  The  following  fire  trucks  need  to  be  purchased  during  this  fiscal  period: 

a.  A  100  foot  aerial  ladder  truck  for  station  #5  so  that  the  tall  structures  of  the 
new  Hospital  complex  can  be  adequately  protected. 

b.  A  750  GMP  pumper  for  station  #5 

c.  A  1000  GMP  pumper  for  station  #2 

d.  A  1000  GMP  pumper  for  station  #5  to  replace  the  1939  Seagrave  presently  being 
used  . 

e.  A  1000  GMP  pumper  for  station  #6  to  replace  the  Ame r ican-LaFr ance ,  750  GMP 
pumper  presently  being  used. 

Police  Protection 

The  following  improvements  are  needed  during  this  fiscal  period  in  conjunction  with  the 
present  police  building: 

1.  The  installation  of  an  adequate  heating  system 

2.  The  waterproofing  of  the  entire  building 

3.  The  installation  of  new  windows 


4.   An  elevator  should  be  installed  in  this  building  to  serve  both  present  police 
personnel  and  the  general  public.   Both  police  officers  and  the  general  public  frequent 
the  second  floor  of  this  building  as  it  contains  the  following  offices:   Chief's  office, 
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the  Detective  Division,  the  Civil  Defense  Office,  the  State  A,B,C,  Inspector's  Office 
and  the  Police  and  Civil  Defense  Training  Room,   The  third  floor  of  this  building  houses 
the  City-County  Museum.   This  museum  is  visited  often,  not  only  by  citizens  of  Wilmington 
but  by  citizens  of  other  communities  as  well, 

5.  Four  detention  cells  should  be  erected  within  this  building,   The  use  of  existing 
County  detention  facilities  is  impractical  in  particular  short-term  detention  situations. 
In  many  cases  a  single  police  officer  must,  instead  of  being  able  to  carry  out  his 
regularly  assigned  duties,  stand  guard  over  a  prisoner  for  long  periods  of  time  during 
the  day.   This  results  in  a  waste  of  manpower, 

6.  Three  interrogation  rooms,  one  observation  room  (with  a  two-way  mirror)  and  a  room 
to  perform  polygraph  tests  should  also  be  provided  within  this  building  for  effective 
police  operation. 

Water  Supp  ly 

1.  Public  water  lines  should  be  extended  into  the  newly  annexed  area  in  accordance  with 
State  Annexation  Law.   The  following  improvements  will  be  required*: 

a.  Large  feeder  and  loop  mains  should  be  installed  within  the  rights-of-way  of  the 
following  streets  in  order  to  assure  that  adequate  water  pressure  is  available  to  the 
annexed  area**: 

(i)  12  inch  main  in  Market  Street  from  Mercer  Avenue  to  the  City  Limits 

(ii)  12  inch  main  in  Kerr  Avenue  from  a  point  approximately  1000  feet  from 

the  northern  city  limits  line  to  Wilshire  Boulevard, 

(iii)  16  inch  main  in  Wilshire  Boulevard  from  Rosemont  Avenue  to  State  Highway  132, 

(iv)  16  inch  main  in  Wrightsville  Avenue  from  Rosemont  Avenue  to  Forest  Hills  Drive, 

(v)  16  inch  main  in  State  Highway  132  from  Wilshire  Boulevard  to  Lake  Street, 

(vi)  16  inch  main  in  Shipyard  Boulevard  from  17th.  Street  Extension  to  Carolina 
Beach  Road . 


*   Taken  from  Annexation  Report,  February,  1964,  (Exhibit  B),  Henry  von  Oesen  &  Associates 
and  John  Talbert  &  Associates. 
**   No  land  need  be  acquired  in  connection  with  the  installation  of  these  lines. 
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b.  Several  of  the  existing  mains  presently  serving  the  following  subdivisions  will 
have  to  be  enlarged:   Long  Leaf  Homes,  Hanover  Heights,  Sherwood  Forest,  South  Oleander, 
Oleander  Estates,  Highland  Hills,  Country  Club  Terrace,  Lincoln  Forest  and  Devon  Park, 

2.  A  \\    million  gallon  elevated  storage  tank  should  be  constructed  on  the  previously 
acquired  site  on  the  east  side  of  the  17th,  Street  Extension  (near  Shipyard  Boulevard). 
This  tank  is  needed  to  maintain  adequate  water  pressure  in  the  southern  part  of  the  City, 

Sanitary  Sewerage  Service 

1=  Public  sewer  lines  should  be  extended  into  the  newly  annexed  area  in  accordance  with 

State  Annexation  Law,  Aside  from  and  in  conjunction  with  the  installation  of  new  sewer 

outfall  and  collector  lines  in  the  annexed  area,  the  following  additional  improvements 
will  be  needed:* 

a.  Land  will  have  to  be  acquired  in  the  following  areas  for  the  extension  of  future 
s  ewe  r  lines: 

(i)  South  of  and  parallel  to  Smith  Creek,  between  Lee  Street  (Love  Grove)  and 
Kerr  Avenue  . 
(ii)  Between  the  terminus  of  Oak  Street  (Foxtown),  north  to  Smith  Creek  and  east 
to  Barkley  Hills  Drive, 
(iii)  Between  the  Haggard  Street-Ashley  Street  intersection  and  State  Highway  13  2.- 
(iv)  From  Holbrooke  Avenue  (Victoria  Village)  to  Francis  Marion  Drive  (Hanover  Heights) 

b.  Land  will  have  to  be  acquired  and  lift  stations  constructed  at  the  following  locations 

(i)  East  of  the  intersection  of  Newkirk  Avenue  and  Adelaide  Drive  (Hanover  Heights) 
(ii)  On  the  north  side  of  Shipyard  Boulevard,  approximately  300  feet  west  of  State 
H  ighway  13  2. 
(iii)  On  the  south  side  of  Halifax  Road,  approximately  one  block  west  of  Fordham  Road. 


*   Annexation  Report,  February,  1964  (Exhibit  C) 


July  1,  1965  to  June  30,  1968 

c.  The  lift  station  presently  under  construction  on  the  west  side  of  East  Lake  Shore 
Drive  (between  Yaupon  Drive  and  Cypress  Drive)  should  be  completed  during  this  fiscal  period, 

d.  A  lift  station  should  be  constructed  at  the  southern  terminus  of  Lynnwood  Road 
(Glen  Meade  Subdivision)  during  this  fiscal  period.   No  land  need  be  acquired.   The  lift 
station  is  to  be  placed  within  the  street  right-of-way. 

e.  Land  will  have  to  be  acquired  and  a  pumping  station  constructed  on  the  west  side 
of  23rd.  Street,  behind  the  Mozur  Plant  (in  the  City), 

2.  A  sewerage  treatment  plant  should  be  constructed  on  the  previously  acquired  site  north 
of  Love  Grove  (in  the  County)  to  serve  the  northern  section  of  the  City.   This  plant  should 
be  completed  during  this  fiscal  period.   A  portion  of  this  site  is  presently  being  used  as 

a  land  fill  area. 

3.  Right-of-way  should  be  acquired  and  a  series  of  collection  lines  installed  from  the 
northern  sewerage  treatment  plant  to  the  adjoining  city  development.   These  improvements 
should  be  completed  during  this  three  year  period. 

4.  Land  should  be  acquired  between  River  Road  and  the  Cape  Fear  River,  approximately  1000 
feet  south  of  Sunnyvale  Road  (in  the  County)  and  construction  begun  on  a  sewerage  treatment 
plant  to  serve  the  southern  area  of  the  City.   The  construction  of  this  plant  should  be 
completed  during  the  following  3  year  fiscal  period, 

5.  Right-of-way  should  be  acquired  and  a  series  of  collection  lines  installed  from  the 
southern  sewerage  treatment  plant  to  the  adjoining  city  development.   The  installation  of 
these  collection  lines  should  be  completed  during  the  following  3  year  fiscal  period. 


Storm  Sewerage  System 

Storm  drainage  deficiencies  which  presently  exist  in  the  following  locations  should  b< 
corrected  during  this  fiscal  period: 

1.  Between  Burnt  Mill  Creek,  Walcott,  Wrightsville  and  Gibson  Avenues. 
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2.  Near  the  western  end  of  Colwell  Avenue,  centering  around  Queen,  Wooster,  18th.  and 
19 th  .  Streets 

3.  In  the  Lincoln  Forest,  South  Oleander  and  Winter  Park  subdivisions. 

After  a  heavy  rainfall,  the  streets  in  these  areas  become  flooded,  thus  creating  a  traffic 
safety  problem  in  addition  to  inconvenience  for  the  people  who  live  there. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

1.  Land  should  be  acquired  and  a  branch  maintenance  depot  constructed  in  the  general 
vicinity  of  the  regional  shopping  centers.   This  site  should  be  a  minimum  of  3  acres  in 
size  and  situated  on  a  minor  collector  street  away  from  residential  development. 

A  depot  in  this  area  would  supplement  the  locationally  deficient  depot  at  10th.  and 
Fanning  Streets.   It  would  also  result  in  a  saving  of  transporting  costs  due  to  shorter 
hauls  as  well  as  relieving  city  streets  of  much  of  the  slow  moving,  unsightly,  refuse 
truck  traffic. 

2.  Several  landfill  sites  should  be  purchased  on  the  outskirts  of  the  city.   Each  site 
should  be  at  least  20  acres  in  size  and  located  away  from  potentially  densely  developed 
areas.   Due  to  economic  considerations  in  the  collection  and  transporting  of  refuse, 
several  smaller  sites,  as  mentioned  above,  may  be  preferable  at  various  locations  along 
the  perimeter  of  the  city  rather  than  one  large  site. 

The  disposal  methods  used  locally,  whether  by  sanitary  landfill  or  open  dumping,  tend  to 
consume  open  land  at  a  relatively  fast  pace.   It  is  estimated  that,  for  its  current 
population  size,  Wilmington  requires  about  seven  acres  of  disposal  site  each  year  in 
order  to  take  care  of  refuse  waste  adequately.   This  would  mean  that  present  dump  sites 
would  be  completely  filled  by  1968.* 


*   Present  city  land  fill  sites  would  be  filled  before  1968  if  the  present  city  policy 
of  burning  refuse  is  discontinued  (in  conformance  with  County  Health  Department 
recommendations)  prior  to  this  date. 
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Street  System 

1.  Land  should  be  acquired  on  the  south  side  of  Grace  Street,  between  McRae  and  9th 
Streets,  in  order  to  straighten  out  the  jog  in  this  street  which  exists  at  the  present 
time.   This  section  of  Grace  Street  should  be  paved  to  a  36  foot  width  and  curbs  and 
gutters  installed  during  this  fiscal  period  also. 

2.  Grace  and  Chestnut  Streets  should  be  signalized  as  a  one-way  pair,  from  17th.  Street 
to  the  new  downtown  parking  garage. 

3.  Those  presently  unpaved  portions  of  Wooster  Street  (between  3rd.  and  4th.  Streets, 
between  8th.  and  13th.  Streets,  between  15th.  and  17th.  Streets)  should  be  paved  to  a 

60  foot  width  and  curbs  and  gutters  provided.  The  remaining  portions  of  Wooster  Street, 
between  17th.  Street  and  the  new  Dawson  Street  Bridge,  should  be  widened  to  this  60  foot 
width  also  and  curbs  and  gutters  provided  wherever  needed  during  this  fiscal  period. 

After  the  Dawson  Street  bridge  is  completed,  Wooster  will  serve  as  an  important  one-way 
street  which  will  carry  heavy  volumes  of  traffic  in  this  area. 


4.   Wooster  and  Dawson  Street  should  be  signalized  as 
period . 


one  way  pair  during  this  fiscal 


5.  Land  should  be  acquired,  in  accordance  with  State  Highway  Commission  recommendations, 
for  the  future  construction  of  off-ramps  and  on-ramps  for  the  new  Dawson  Street  Bridge. 

6.  A  100  foot  right-of-way  should  be  acquired  on  the  south  side  of  and  parallel  to 
Smith  Creek,  from  the  existing  Cape  Fear  River  Bridge  to  State  Highway  132.  for  the 
future  development  of  a  northern  loop  (bypass)  through  this  area.   That  section  of  righ:- 
of-way  between  Love  Grove  and  Kerr  Avenue  should  be  acquired  in  conjunction  with  the 
acquisition  of  land  for  the  sewer  outfall  line  to  be  installed  in  this  area.   The 
improvement  of  this  thoroughfare  should  be  programmed  for  the  following  three  year  period 
-that  is,  if  the  State  Highway  does  not  assume  improvement  responsibilities  for  this 
thoroughfare . 
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The  eventual  improvement  of  this  loop  bypass  would  facilitate  the  flow  of  traffic  from 
the  Cape  Fear  River  Bridge  to  State  Highway  132  and  Wilmington  College  in  addition  to 
opening  up  for  development  land  between  Smith  Creek  and  the  east-west  Atlantic  Coast 
Ra  i  1  roa  d  Line. 


Parks  and  Recreation 


1.  The  28  acre  site  located  between  the  regional  shopping  centers  and  Wrightsville  Avenue 
should  be  acquired  and  a  neighborhood  recreation  center  constructed  on  this  site.   The 
remainder  of  this  site  should  be  developed  with  passive  and  active  recreation  facilities 
during  this  3  year  fiscal  period  also.   The  cost  of  this  site  and  the  partial  development 
of  this  park  will  be  financed  jointly  through  a  private  contribution  and  a  Federal  open- 
space  grant . 

Aside  from  serving  the  recreation  needs  of  the  population  who  live  in  the  surrounding  area, 
this  park  will  provide  an  open  space  buffer  protecting  homes  adjacent  to  this  park  from 
the  intensive  activity  generated  by  the  nearby  shopping  center  complex, 

2.  The  land  on  which  James  Walker  Memorial  Hospital  now  stands  should  be  acquired  from  the 
County  (when  this  facility  is  razed)  for  the  future  development  of  a  neighborhood  recreation 
center  and  park  area,  which  would  serve  the  population  of  the  surrounding  area.   The 
improvement  of  this  site  is  programmed  for  the  following  3  year  fiscal  period. 

There  is  a  critical  need  for  a  neighborhood  recreation  center  and  park  land  in  this  densely 
populated  and  structurally  overcrowded  area.   Juvenile  delinquency  is  a  major  social  problem 
here  as  pointed  out  in  the  City's  Neighborhood  Analysis,   The  development  of  this  centrally 
located  site  as  a  recreation  area  would  serve  as  a  positive  diversion  for  the  young  people 
who  live  in  the  surrounding  area. 

3.  If  the  Hospital  site  mentioned  in  recommendation  #2  cannot  be  acquired  during  this  fiscal 
period,  the  site  on  which  the  City's  incinerator  building  now  stands  should  be  developed 
with  a  neighborhood  recreation  center  and  park  area.   This  will  necessitate  the  razing 

of  the  incinerator  building  which  is  presently  being  used  for  the  storage  of  city  equipment 
and  supplies  but  which  cannot,  functionally,  be  converted  into  a  recreation  center.   Certain 
sections  of  this  site  will  require  extensive  grading  in  order  to  facilitate  the  development 
of  passive  and  active  recreation  facilities  on  the  land  surrounding  the  recreation  center. 


July  1,  1965  to  June  30,  1968 

Public  Buildings 

The  second  floor  of  the  City  Hall  should  be  resubdivided  so  that  the  new  office  spaces 
will  be  more  funtionally  and  spatially  up  to  date  as  well  as  architecturally  pleasing 
for  their  prescribed  uses. 

Library  Service 

1.  Land  should  be  acquired  and  a  branch  library  constructed  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  the  regional  shopping  centers.   This  library  building  should  be  constructed  on  a 
site  of  no  less  than  \    acre  in  size.   If  this  library  site  cannot  be  acquired  during 
this  fiscal  period,  the  economic  feasibility  of  leasing  a  vacant  building  within  the 
shopping  center  complex  should  be  investigated  as  the  possible  location  of  this  new 
library  facility. 

The  need  for  this  branch  is  accentuated  by  the  recent  annexation.   The  bookmobile, 
although  still  making  stops  in  this  general  area,  cannot  adequately  serve  the  bulk  of 
the  population  who  live  in  this  section  of  the  city.   The  people  who  live  in  this 
immediate  area  are,  in  general,  middle  to  upper-income  groups  who  have  more  formal 
education  and  leisure  time  than  most  of  the  persons  who  live  in  the  older  areas  of 
the  city.   Thus,  this  segment  of  the  population  would  have  more  opportunity  to  visit 
such  a  branch.   This  particular  library  would  also  be  accessible  to  a  large  number 
of  shoppers  who  may  live  in  another  area  of  the  city.   This  branch  should  place  special 
emphasis  on  specific  sectors  of  the  reading  public  such  as  youngsters,  teens  and 
information-seeking  housewives. 

2.  A  new  bookmobile  should  be  purchased  during  this  fiscal  period  to  replace  the  existing 
bookmobile  which  is  eleven  years  old  and  becoming  expensive  to  maintain. 

S  choo 1 s 

1.  Land  should  be  acquired  and  a  new  high  school  constructed  in  the  southeasterly 
section  of  the  city.   This  site  should  be  a  minimum  of  30  acres  in  area.   Aside  from  the 
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construction  of  the  school  building,  the  site  should  be  developed  with  play  areas.   No 
athletic  facilities  for  spectator  sports  should  be  built  until  the  results  of  the 
feasibility  study  concerning  the  construction  of  a  new  stadium  on  the  present  Legion 
Stadium  land  has  been  thoroughly  analyzed. 

This  new  high  school  is  critically  needed  to  serve  the  expanding  high  school  population 
living  both  within  the  County  and  the  eastern  and  southern  sections  of  the  City. 

2.  New  structural  additions  to  Alderman  Elementary  School  should  be  undertaken  to 
relieve  the  overcrowding  of  classroom  facilities  at  this  school.   The  increasing  enroll- 
ment requires  the  addition  of  at  least  4  new  classrooms  in  addition  to  administrative 
offices  and  other  related  facilities.   No  additional  land  need  be  acquired  in  conjunction 
with  these  improvements. 

3.  Land  should  be  acquired  in  the  Winter  Park  section  of  the  County  for  a  new  elementary 
school.   This  site  should  be  a  minimum  of  15  acres  in  size.   The  construction  of  the 
school  building  on  this  site  is  programmed  for  the  following  3  year  fiscal  period. 

This  facility  is  needed  to  keep  pace  with  the  rapid  residential  growth  in  this  area  in 

addition  to  relieving  Winter  Park  Elementary  School  of  its  present  overcrowded  conditions, 

In  all  probability,  a  certain  number  of  City  school  children  will  be  transported  by 
bus  to  this  school  after  it  is  completed. 

Urban  Renewa 1 

A  redevelopment  project  should  be  undertaken  in  the  "Brooklyn"  section  of  the  City  as 
recommended  in  the  City's  Neighborhood  Analysis  (District  6).   One  half  of  all  dwellings 
in  this  district  are  dilapidated  and  an  additional  22%  of  all  structures  are  in  need 
of  major  repair.   This  is  by  far  the  most  structurally  blighted  area  in  the  entire  City. 
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PUBLIC  IMPROVEMENT  STUDIES 


1.  An  engineering  study  should  be  conducted  to  determine  the  feasibility  of  constructing 
a  drive  through  the  basement  of  the  police  station.  This  would  necessitate  the  knocking 
out  of  portions  of  the  east  and  west  walls.  This  drive  would  be  used  by  police  vehicles 
bringing  prisoners  into  and  out  of  this  building.  The  prisoners  would  thus  be  in  an 
enclosed  structure  or  vehicle  at  all  times.  According  to  accepted  police  standards  this 
type  of  facility  is  deemed  necessary  in  the  operation  of  a  central  police  station  in  a 
city  the  size  of  Wilmington. 

2.  An  engineering  study  should  be  conducted  to  determine  the  best  way  to  increase  the 
capacity  of  the  pumping  station  at  the  Kings  Bluff  Station  and  the  Sweeny  Filtration 
Plant;  whether  certain  mains  within  the  present  water  distribution  system  need  to  be 
enlarged  or  whether  parallel  pipes  should  be  laid  to  carry  the  increased  volume  of  water 
anticipated  in  the  future,   This  is  one  of  the  recommendations  made  by  Pitometer  Associates 
in  their  1960  report. 

3.  A  feasibility  study  should  be  conducted  to  determine  if  the  relocation  of  particular 
rail  lines  or  rail  facilities  in  the  northwestern  section  of  the  city  would  result  in  the 
improvement  of  traffic  circulation  in  this  area  and  thus  promote  new  industrial  development 
here.   This  study  should  be  a  joint  effort  of  officials  from  the  City,  Atlantic  Coast 
Railroad  Line  and  the  State  Highway  Commission.* 

The  present  railroad  facilities  in  this  area  were  designed  for  a  previous  era  and  the 
marshalling  yard  has  lost  much  of  its  utility  after  the  main  office  of  the  Atlantic 
Coast  Railroad  Line  was  transferred  to  Jacksonville,  Florida. 

4.  A  feasibility  study  should  be  conducted  to  determine  the  best  reuse  potential  of  the 
land  on  which  Legion  Stadium  now  stands,  as  this  facility  will  be  razed  in  the  not  too 
distant  future.   This  land  should  be  retained  in  city  ownership  and  preference  given  to 
the  future  development  of  a  public  rather  than  a  private  use  on  this  site. 


Some  of  this  land  could  be  utilized  as  right-of-way  for  the  northern  leg  of  the  City's 
outer  loop  system. 


July  1,  1965  to  June  30,  1968 

The  economic  feasibility1 of  rebuilding  a  new  stadium  its  place  should  be  thoroughly 
investigated.   A  new  stadium  could  conceivably  accomodate  high  school  and  Wilmington 
College  outdoor  sporting  events  in  addition  to  regional  attractions  such  as  dog  shows 
and  horse  shows.   The  possibility  of  having  a  professional  baseball  team  in  Wilmington, 
which  would  use  this  facility,  should  not  be  overlooked  either.   A  new  stadium  will  be 
a  necessity  if  the  citizens  of  Wilmington  desire  to  have  such  a  team  in  the  future. 
A  new  community  or  cultural  center  building  should  also  be  considered  as  a  potential 
reuse  for  this  land. 


5.  A  special  Central  Business  District  study  should  be  conducted  in  order  to  analyze 
in  detail  existing  deficiencies  and  problems  which  handicap  this  area  in  serving  its 
intended  function  as  the  business,  political,  and  cultural  center  of  the  community, 
This  study  should  also  propose  a  practical  plan  for  the  future  development  of  this 
area  and  recommend  ways  in  which  this  plan  could  be  implemented. 


Section  2  . 
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PUBLIC  IMPROVEMENT  PROJECTS 


Fire  Protection 


1.  A  fire  station  (#3)  should  be  constructed  on  the  previously  acquired  site  along 
Ma  rket  Street . 

2.  A  1000  GMP  Pumper  Truck  should  be  purchased  and  assigned  to  Fire  Station  #3  when 
this  facility  is  completed. 

Police  Protection 

1.  Land  should  be  acquired  and  a  parking  lot  developed  in  close  proximity  to  the  police 
station.   Land  directly  north  and  east  of  this  building  would  seem  to  be  the  most  logical 
source  of  this  additional  land. 

There  is  a  serious  deficiency  of  off-street  parking  spaces  in  the  vicinity  of  the  police 

station.  This  proposed  parking  lot  should  be  of  sufficient  size  to  accomodate  not  only 

official  Department  vehicles  but  vehicles  of  Department  employees  and  the  visiting  public 
a  s  we  1 1 . 

2.  A  drive  should  be  constructed  through  the  basement  of  the  police  building  in  order 
to  permit  police  officers  to  load  and  unload  prisoners  within  an  enclosed  area  at  all 
times.   The  construction  of  this  drive  is  based  on  a  favorable  recommendation  in  the 
feasibility  study  conducted  in  the  previous  fiscal  period.   The  justification  for  this 
drive  has  been  discussed  in  the  previous  section  of  this  report. 

3.  In  conjunction  with  the  construction  of  the  basement  drive  (in  #2  above),  a  second 
elevator  should  be  installed  from  the  basement  to  the  second  floor  of  the  police  building. 

The  sole  purpose  of  this  elevator  would  be  to  escort  prisoners  to  the  first  and  second 

floors  where  they  can  be  fingerprinted,  photographed,  booked,  interrogated  and,  if 

necessary,  placed  in  a  detention  cell  without  being  brought  outside  and  exposed  to  the 
public  -  thus,  making  escape  a  definite  possibility. 
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Wa  ter  Supply 

Right-of-way  should  be  acquired  and  a  20  inch  water  main  installed  from  the  intersection 
of  16th.  and  Ann  Streets  to  the  intersection  of  Forest  Hills  Drive  and  Wrightsville  Avenue. 
This  line  is  needed  to  relieve  the  water  pressure  deficiency  which  exists  in  this  general 
area  at  the  present  time. 

Sanitary  Sewerage 

The  construction  of  the  sewerage  treatment  plant  serving  the  southern  area  of  the  city  and 
the  installation  of  collection  lines  from  this  plant  to  the  adjoining  city  development 
should  be  completed  within  this  3  year  fiscal  period.   Rights-of-way  for  these  collection 
lines  should  be  acquired  wherever  necessary. 

Street  Sys  tern 

1.  A  landscaped  waterfront  drive  should  be  developed  between  Redcross  and  Dawson  Streets, 
Additional  right-of-way  should  be  acquired  along  Water  Street,  between  Market  and  Dawson 
Streets,  in  order  to  permit  this  section  of  Water  Street  to  be  improved  with  a  minimum 

of  30  feet  of  paving.   Curbs  and  gutters  will  also  have  to  be  constructed  along  this 
waterfront  drive  wherever  needed.   Additional  street  paving  will  not  be  necessary  in  the 
section  from  Market  to  Redcross  Streets,   Railroad  spurs,  wherever  present,  should  be 
removed  from  the  right-of-way  of  this  street  also. 

This  waterfront  drive  would,  in  addition  to  carrying  considerable  volumes  of  traffic 
along  the  perimeter  of  the  Central  Business  District,  act  as  a  positive  tourist  attraction 
in  the  i mm ediate  area. 

2.  In  conjunction  with  the  abandonment  and  possible  site  improvement  of  the  original  James 
Walker  Hospital  property,  the  two  street  jogs  at  the  intersections  of  10th.  and  Grace 
Streets  and  11th.  and  Grace  Streets  should  be  eliminated.   This  improvement  would  involve 
the  acquisition  of  several  corner  lots  in  this  area  in  addition  to  minor  paving  and 
curbing.   The  improvement  of  these  intersections  is  especially  important  as  Grace  Street 
will  serve  as  a  major  one-way  street  in  the  future  and  thus  carry  high  volumes  of  traffic. 
This  action  will  also  reduce  the  danger  of  traffic  accidents  at  these  intersections 

in  the  future. 
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3.  An  80  foot  right-of-way  should  be  acquired  and  Independence  Boulevard  improved  from 
Park  Avenue  to  Market  Street.   The  improvement  of  this  street  would  provide  the  city  with 
a  direct  major  north-south  street  between  Market  Street  and  Shipyard  Boulevard  which 
would  be  the  only  direct  connection  between  17th.  Street  and  State  Highway  132.   This 
would  be  a  major  section  of  the  city's  inner  loop  street  system.   The  acquisition  of 
right-of-way  and  improvement  of  Independence  Boulevard  north  of  Market  Street  is 
programmed  for  the  following  7  year  period. 

4.  Right-of-way  should  be  acquired,  in  accordance  with  State  Highway  Commission 
recommendations,  for  the  future  construction  of  a  major  thoroughfare  extending  from  the 
eastern  terminus  of  Dawson  Street  to  State  Highway  132. 

5.  A  street  paving  program  should  be  initiated  during  this  fiscal  period.   Those  streets 
which  are  deemed  most  important  to  the  city's  internal  circulation  system  should  be 
improved  first.   Special  attention  should  be  given  those  important  traffic  carriers 
which  have  been  petitioned  for  paving  in  the  past. 

Parks  and  Recreation 


1.  A  neighborhood  recreation  center  should  be  constructed  on  the  original  James  Walker 
Hospital  site,  assuming,  of  course,  that  the  city  was  able  to  acquire  this  parcel  during 
the  previous  fiscal  period.   The  development  of  the  remainder  of  the  site  into  passive 
and  active  recreational  areas  is  also  programmed  for  this  3  year  period.   The  development 
of  recreational  facilities  on  this  site  would  thus  satisfy  an  urgent  need  for  park  and 
recreation  land  in  this  area. 

2.  Land  should  be  acquired  and  a  passive  recreational  park  developed  in  the  fringe  area 
of  downtown.   This  park  should  cater  to  the  older  citizens  of  the  community  who  live  in 
the  downtown  area.   A  parcel  no  less  than  1  acre  in  size  should  be  acquired. 

3.  Legion  Stadium  should  be  razed  and  a  new  stadium,  community  center  or  other  public 
facility  developed  on  this  site.   The  construction  of  a  new  facility  on  this  land  should 
be  subject  to  the  recommendations  stated  in  the  reuse  study  conducted  in  the  previous 
fiscal  period. 
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July  1.  1968  to  June  30,  1971 

4. Robert  Strange  Park  should  be  re-designed  and  improved  in  order  that  this  site  can  be 
more  efficiently  utilized.   The  existing  duplication  of  recreational  facilities  should 
be  el imina  ted. 

5.  The  existing  community  center  building  should  be  razed.   A  new  community  or  cultural 
center  should  be  developed  on  the  Legion  Stadium  land  if  this  facility  has  been  selected 
as  the  best  possible  use  for  this  site,   If  the  Legion  Stadium  land  is  developed  for 
another  use,  the  construction  of  a  new  community  center  should  be  postponed  until  the 
following  fiscal  period. 

6.  The  poorly  drained  land  contiguous  to  Love  Grove  Park  should  be  acquired  for  future 
development  as  a  passive  and  active  recreation  area.  The  acquisition  of  this  property 
would  constitute  the  first  link  in  the  City's  comprehensive  greenbelt  system  extending 
from  Kerr  Avenue  to  Smith  Creek  along  Burnt  Mill  Creek. 

7.  Land  should  be  acquired  and  a  neighborhood  park  developed  in  the  general  area  bounded 
by  Meares,  Kidder,  7th.  and  5th.  Streets.   This  site  should  be  a  minimum  of  Ik    acres 

in  area. 

The  City's  Neighborhood  Analysis  pointed  out  that  there  is  an  urgent  need  for  recreation 
facilities  in  this  area  of  the  City.   The  rate  of  juvenile  delinquency  here  is  among  the 
highest  of  any  area  in  the  entire  city.   A  park  in  this  general  area  can  do  much  to 
reduce  this  problem. 

7.  Trees  should  be  planted,  wherever  practical,  along  both  sides  of  Dawson  Street, 
extending  from  the  new  Dawson  Street  Bridge  to  17th.  Street.   These  trees  will  not 
only  tend  to  unify  the  diversity  of  land  uses  along  this  street  but  will  create  a 
favorable  impression  on  tourists  who  pass  through  Wilmington  on  this  street. 

Public  Buildings 

1.  The  property  located  north  of  the  City  Hall's  present  parking  lot  should  be  acquired 
(as  recommended  in  the  Community  Facilities  Plan),  existing  structures  razed,  and  an 
additional  parking  lot  developed.   This  property  is  presently  occupied  by  a  Women's  Club 
building,  two  residences  and  a  one-story  commercial  building.   This  parking  area  would 
serve  the  public  visiting  City  Hall  as  well  a  guests  attending  Thalian  Hall. 
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July  1 ,  1968  to  June  30,  1971 

2.  Thalian  Hall  should  be  renovated  so  that  it  would  conform  to  current  functional  standard; 
while  being  restored  architecturally  to  its  classical  splendor, 

Schools 


1.  An  elementary  school  should  be  constructed  on  the  previously  acquired  site  in  the 
Winter  Park  section  of  the  County.   The  justification  for  this  new  school  has  been 
discussed  in  the  previous  section  of  this  report. 

2.  The  following  improvements  should  be  made  in  regard  to  the  present  New  Hanover  High 
S  choo  1  site: 

a.  The  County  School  Board  should  acquire  the  seven  residential  structures  which  are 
adjacent  to  the  southern  campus.   These  structures  should  be  razed  and  the  land  incorporated 
into  the  existing  campus. 

b.  Thirteenth  Street,  between  Market  and  Dock  Streets,  should  be  closed  and  this  paved 
area  converted  into  a  walkway  with  benches,  landscaping,  etc. 

c.  A  pedestrian  walkway  ramp  should  be  built  over  Market  Street  (at  13th.  Street) 
connecting  the  northern  and  southern  campus  of  this  High  School.   It  may  be  necessary 

to  depress  Market  Street  at  13th.  Street  in  order  to  provide  a  higher  clearance  distance 
under  this  walkway. 

Historical  Area 

Improvement  recommendations  stated  in  the  City's  Historical  Area  Study  should  be  implemented 
during  this  fiscal  period.  Report  recommendations  may  include  street  closings,  landscaping, 
the  installation  of  special  street  lighting,  etc. 
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July  1,  1968  to  June  30,  1971 

Urban  Renewal 

A  program  of  rehabilitation  should  be  undertaken  in  those  areas  of  the  City  proposed  for 
this  type  of  treatment  in  the  City's  Neighborhood  Analysis.   This  would  include  Districts 
3  ,  4,  5,  12 ,  13 ,  and  27 . 

These  are  areas  in  which  structural  deterioration  is  a  major  problem.   If  these  areas 
are  not  rehabilitated  in  the  near  future,  an  expensive  program  of  redevelopment  will  be 
required.   These  districts  are  economic  liabilities  to  the  City  and  the  blighted  structures 
here  adversely  affect  property  values  in  the  surrounded  residential  areas  which  may  have 
not,  as  yet,  experienced  structural  blight  to  any  significant  degree. 


PUBLIC  IMPROVEMENT  STUDIES 

A  detailed  study  should  be  conducted  to  determine  the  need  for  and  the  economic  feasibility 
of  constructing  a  governmental  office  complex  in  a  centrally  located  area  of  the  City  to 
house  both  County  and  City  offices.   Recommendations  concerning  alternate  sites  for  this 
type  of  facility  should  be  an  integral  part  of  this  study. 
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Section  3. 

PUBLIC  IMPROVEMENT  PROJECTS 


July  1  ,  1971  to  June  30,  197i 


Street  Sys  tern 

1.  Land  should  be  acquired  near  the  intersections  of  Wrightsville  Avenue  and  Highway  132 
and  Oleander   Drive  and  Highway  132  in  order  to  enable  the  State  Highway  Commission  to 
make  any  necessary  improvements  to  facilitate  the  continuous  flow  of  traffic  through 
these  intersections  in  the  future.   It  is  likely  that  an  overpass  or  underpass,  similar 
to  that  at  Highway  132  and  Market  Street,  will  be  needed  at  one  or  both  of  these  inter- 
sections to  handle  future  increased  traffic  volumes  in  the  vicinity  of  these  intersections 

2.  An  80  foot  right-of-way  should  be  acquired  and  Independence  Boulevard  improved  from 
Market  Street  to  the  City's  northern  loop  bypass.  This  improvement  would  complete  the 
City's  inter-loop  street  system  in  this  general  area. 

3.  Additional  right-of-way  should  be  acquired  along  the  entire  length  of  Wrightsville 
Avenue  in  order  to  permit  this  street  to  be  widened  to  a  60  foot  pavement  width „   The 
improvement  (paving,  curbs  and  gutters)  of  this  street  should  also  be  accomplished  during 
this  fiscal  period. 

The  widening  of  this  thoroughfare  will  help  divert  a  certain  portion  of  the  east-west 
traffic  away  from  Oleander  Drive  and  thus  reduce  traffic  congestion  on  this  heavily- 
traveled  street  in  the  future. 

4.  A  program  of  street  paving  should  be  continued  on  a  priority  of  importance  basis 
during  this  fiscal  period.   The  remainder  of  those  streets  which  have  been  petitioned 
for  paving  in  the  past  should  be  improved  also. 

Parks  and  Recreation 

1.  Land  or  easements  should  be  acquired  along  Burnt  Mill  Creek  and  its  subtributary 
basins  for  future  development  as  passive  recreation  areas. 
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July  1,  1971  to  June  30,  1978 

2.  The  low-lying  land  along  Smith  Creek,  between  Kerr  Avenue  and  the  River  should  be 
acquired  and  drained  for  future  development  as  a  passive  recreational  area, 

3.  Land  should  be  acquired  and  a  neighborhood  park  developed  in  the  general  area  bounded 
by  Jefferson  and  Louisiana  Streets  and  Virginia  and  Delaware  Avenues,   This  park  should 
be  a  minimum  of  1  acre  in  size. 

The  City's  Neighborhood  Analysis  pointed  out  the  deficiency  of  park  land  in  this  general 
area.   Here  too  juvenile  delinquency  is  a  significant  problem. 

4.  The  previously  acquired,  po o r 1 y- dra ined  land  contiguous  to  Love  Grove  Park  should  be 
developed  into  a  passive  and  active  recreation  area.   Park  benches,  picnic  tables  and 
similar  equipment  should  also  be  provided  at  this  site= 

5.  The  waterfront  between  Redcross  Street  and  the  western  terminal  of  Dawson  Street  should 
be  landscaped  and  developed  with  such  facilities  as  paved  walkways,  shelters,  sail  boat 
pavilions  and  park  benches.   The  U.S.  Army  Engineering  Department  must  be  consulted  concerning 
any  changes  that  affects  navigation  in  this  area. 

6.  A  community  center  building  should  be  constructed  on  the  city-owned  site  located  on  the 
east  side  of  4th.  Street  at  its  southern  terminus.   This  facility  will  provide  room  for 
cultural  facilities  in  addition  to  meeting  rooms  for  local  clubs  and  civic  organizations. 
The  construction  of  this  facility  on  this  site  is  based  on  the  premise  that  a  stadium  or 
other  public  facility  has  been  constructed  on  the  Legion  Stadium  land  during  the  previous 
fiscal  period. 

Library  Service 

Land  should  be  acquired  in  the  downtown  core  area  and  a  new  main  library  constructed  on  this 
site.   This  site  should  be  a  minimum  of  \\    acres  in  size. 

The  existing  main  library  (on  Market  Street)  although  in  an  excellent  state  of  repair,  has 
definite  locational,  spacial  and  functional  deficiencies.   Its  present  location  is  much 
too  far  for  most  youngsters  and  housewives  to  use  often  and  is  also  inconveniently 
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July  1.  1971  to  June  30,  1978 


situated  for  the  large  sector  of  the  downtown  pedestrian  traffic  as  well.   Essential 
activities  and  facilities,  which  a  truly  adequate  main  library  should  have,  cannot  be 
provided  in  the  existing  building  because  of  its  present  size  limitations.*   Available 
off-street  parking  facilities  is  also  inadequate.   Further,  there  is  little  chance  that 
any  neighboring  lots  can  be  acquired  to  accommodate  any  future  expansion  of  this  buildinj 
or  site. 


Wilmington,  Community  Facilities  Plan,  July,  1965 
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Sect  ion  4 , 


July  1,  1978  to  June  30,  1985 


PUBLIC  IMPROVEMENT  PROJECTS 


Police  Protection 


Land  should  be  acquired  and  a  new  police  station  constructed  in  an  area  which  is  centrally 
located  to  all  parts  of  the  city.   This  site  should  be  a  minimum  of  \\    acres  in  size  and 
located  on  a  major  or  minor  collector  street. 

The  present  police  building  is  not  only  situated  near  the  fringe  of  the  city,  but  is 

located  away  from  the  directions  of  current  growth.   The  present  locational  deficiency 

of  this  station  will  be  further  accentuated  in  the  future  as  the  city  continues  to  annex 
in  a  southerly  and  easterly  direction. 

Street  System 

1.  The  City's  thoroughfare  plan  should  be  implemented  in  its  entirely.   Right-of-way 
should  be  acquired  in  advance  particularly  in  those  areas  which  are  in  the  path  of 
future  growth.   The  improvements  of  these  thoroughfares  is  also  scheduled  for  this 
fiscal  period. 

2.  The  existing  program  of  street  paving  should  be  continued  within  this  fiscal  period. 
Parks  and  Recreation 


1.  The  land  previously  acquired  along  Burnt  Mill  Creek  and  its  sub  tributary  basins 
should  be  developed  as  passive  recreational  areas. 

2.  The  land  previously  acquired  along  Smith  Creek,  between  Kerr  Avenue  and  the  River 
should  be  developed  into  a  regional  park  with  such  facilities  as  nature  walks,  bridle 
paths,  picnic  areas,  shelters,  etc. 
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July  I,  1978  to  June  30,  1985 


Public  Buildings 


Land  should  be  acquired  and  a  new  City-County  office  complex  constructed  in  an  area  which 
is  centrally  located  to  the  bulk  of  the  City  population.   The  construction  of  this  facility 
would  be  based  on  the  recommendations  of  the  feasibility  study  conducted  in  the  previous 
fiscal  period. 
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Chapter 


SUMMARY  OF  PROGRAMMED  PUBLIC  IMPROVEMENTS 


July  1,  1965  to  June  30,  1985 


SUMMARY  OF  PROGRAMMED  PUBLIC  IMPROVEMENTS 


July  1,  1965  to  June  30,  1968     (3  year  fiscal  period) 


Complete  construction  of  fire  station  (#2)  on  Park  Avenue  -  improve  site,  add  needed  equipment, 

Acquire  site  (1  acre  minimum)  and  construct  fire  station  (#5)  on  Shipyard  Boulevard  -  improve 

site  and  add  needed  equipment. 

Acquire  site  (1  acre  minimum)  for  future  fire  station  (#3)  on  Market  Street  near  Kerr  Avenue. 

Develop  fire  training  center  on  County-owned  site  south  of  the  Airport  -  construct  smoke 

house  and  add  needed  training  equipment. 

Purchase  5  fire  trucks  -  3,  1000  GMP  Pumpers;  1,  7  50  GMP  Pumper;  and  1,  100  foot  aerial 

ladder  t  ruck. 

Install  heating  system  in  police  building;  waterproof  building  and  install  new  windows. 
Install  elevator  in  police  building  for  general  public  and  police  staff  (up  to  3rd.  floor) 
Add  4  detention  cells,  3  interrogation  rooms,  1  observation  room,  1  polygraph  room  to  existing 
police  building. 

Install  large  feeder  or  loop  water  mains  in  the  rights-of-way  of  the  following  streets   to 

serve  the  annexed  area:  Market  Street,  Kerr  Avenue,  Wilshire  Boulevard,  Wrightsville  Avenue, 

Highway  132,  17th.  Street  Extension,  and  Shipyard  Boulevard. 

Enlarge  mains  in  several  locations  in  subdivisions  in  the  eastern  and  southern  sections  of 

the  newly  annexed  area. 

Construct  \\    million  gallon  elevated  storage  tank  along  the  17th.  Street  Extension. 

Acquire  land  or  easements  for  new  sewer  extensions  in  annexed  area  -  4  locations. 

Install  new  sewer  outfall  and  collector  lines  in  annexed  area  in  accordance  with  existing 

City  plans. 

Acquire  land  and  construct  lift  stations  in  the  following  3  locations:  in  the  Hanover  Heights 

and  Lincoln  Forest  Subdivisions,  and  on  Shipyard  Boulevard  near  Highway  132. 
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July  1,  1965  to  June  30,  196! 


Complete  construction  of  lift  station  on  west  side  of  East  Lake  Shore  Drive. 

Construct  lift  station  in  right-of-way  of  Lynnwood  Road  at  its  southern  terminus  (in  Glen 

Meade  Subdivision). 

Acquire  land  and  construct  pumping  station  on  the  west  side  of  23rd.  Street,  behind  the 

Moz  ur  Plant. 

Construct  sewerage  treatment  plant  north  of  Love  Grove  on  the  previously  acquired  site. 

Acquire  land  and  install  a  series  of  collection  lines  from  the  north  treatment  plant  to 

existing  City  development. 

Acquire  land  and  begin  construction  of  a  sewerage  treatment  plant  to  serve  the  southern 

section  of  the  city. 

Acquire  land  and  begin  the  installation  of  collection  lines  from  the  south  treatment 

plant  to  existing  City  development. 

Correct  storm  drainage  deficiencies  in  the  following  areas:  between  Burnt  Mill  Creek  and 
Walcott,  Wrightsville  and  Gibson  Avenues;  near  the  western  end  of  Colwell  Avenue,  around 
18th.  and  19th.  Streets;  in  the  Lincoln  Forest,  Winter  Park  and  South  Oleander  Subdivisions- 
Acquire  land  and  construct  a  branch  maintenance  depot  in  the  vicinity  of  the  regional 
shopping  centers  -  minimum  site  of  3  acres. 

Acquire  several  landfill  sites  on  the  outskirts  of  the  city  -  each  site  at  least  20  acres 
in  size. 

Acquire  land  and  improve  Grace  Street,  between  McRae  and  9th.  Streets,  to  eliminated 

present  jog  in  street  -  36  foot  pavement  width  with  curbs  and  gutters. 

Signalize  Grace  and  Chestnut  Streets  as  one-way  pair,  from  17th.  Street  to  new  proposed 

parking  garage. 

Pave, curb,  and  gutter  present  unimproved  portions  of  Wooster  Street  -  from  17th.  Street 

to  new  Dawson  Street  Bridge  -  60  foot  pavement  width. 

Signalize  Wooster  and  Dawson  Streets  as  one-way  pair. 

Acquire  land  for  the  future  construction  of  off-ramps  and  on-ramps  at  the  new  Dawson  Street 

Bridge. 

Acquire  100  foot  right-of-way  for  northern  loop  bypass,  from  existing  bridge  to  Kerr  Avenue 

(acquire  portions  of  right-of-way  in  conjunction  with  easement  for  sewer  line  in  this  area) 
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July  1,  1965  to  June  30,  196) 


Acquire  28  acre  site  near  shopping  center,  construct  recreation  center  and  develop  site 

Acquire  James  Walker  Hospital  site  for  future  recreation  center  and  park  area 

If  Hospital  site  is  not  acquired,  raze  incinerator  building  and  develop  site  with  recreation 
center  and  park  area, 

Resubdivide  second  floor  of  City  Hall,  create  new  office  spaces 

Acquire  land  and  develop  branch  library  near  shopping  centers  -  if  not  possible,  investigate 

leasing  a  building  in  shopping  center  for  library  use. 

Purchase  new  bookmobile  to  replace  present  one  which  is  in  poor  condition 

Acquire  land  in  southeasterly  section  of  the  city  and  build  new  high  school  -  30  acre  site 
minimum  -  develop  site 

Add  4  or  more  classrooms  to  Alderman  Elementary  School  -  no  additional  land  needed. 
Acquire  school  site  in  Winter  Park  section  of  the  County  for  future  elementary  school  - 
15  acres  minimum  site 

Begin  redevelopment  (urban  renewal)  project  in  Brooklyn  section  of  the  City  -  (District  6 
in  Neighborhood  Analysis) 


July  1,  1968  to  June  30,  1971    (3  year  fiscal  period) 


Construct  new  fire  station  (#3)  on  previously  acquired  site  on  Market  Street 

and  equip  station. 

Purchase  1000  GMP  Pumper  truck  for  Station  #3. 


-    improve  site 


Acquire  land  and  develop  parking  lot  adjacent  to  or  in  close  proximity  of  the  Police  Station. 

Construct  drive  through  basement  of  police  building  (based  on  feasibility  study  recommendations) 

Install  2nd.  elevator  in  Police  Building  from  basement  to  2nd.  floor  - (in  conjunction  with 
basement  drive).. 
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July  1,  1968  to  June  30,  1971 


Acquire  right-of-way  and  install  20  inch  water  main  from  intersection  of  16th.  and  Ann 
Streets  to  intersection  of  Wrightsville  Avenue  and  Forest  Hills  Drive. 

Complete  construction  of  sewerage  treatment  plant  in  southern  area  and  complete  installation 
of  collection  lines  to  existing  city  development. 

Develop  landscaped  drive  between  Dawson  and  Redcross  Streets  -  acquire  additional  right- 

of  way  adjacent  to  Water  Street  (from  Market  to  Dawson  Streets)  and  pave  to  30  foot  width. 

Acquire  property  at  the  intersections  of  10th;  and  Grace  Streets  and  11th.  and  Grace  Streets 

and  eliminate  jogs  at  these  intersections  -  replace  pavement,  curbs  and  gutters. 

Acquire  80  foot  right-of-way  to  extend  Independence  Boulevard  to  Market  Street  -  improve  to 

60  foot  pavement  width  and  provide  curbs  and  gutters. 

Acquire  right-of-way  (according  to  State  Highway  Commission  recommendations)  for  extension 

of  Dawson  Street  east  to  State  Highway  132. 

Initiate  street  paving  program  -  improve  most  important  streets  first  -  also  pave  streets 

requested  on  previous  paving  petitions. 

Construct  neighborhood  recreation  center  on  James  Walker  Hospital  site  (if  acquired  previously) 

develop  park  on  remaining  site  area. 

Acquire  site  and  develop  passive  recreation  park  on  fringe  area  of  downtown  (for  older  citizens) 

1  acre  minimum  site. 

Raze  Legion  Stadium  and  construct  new  public  facility  on  site  according  to  recommendations 

stated  in  previous  reuse  study. 

Redesign  Robert  Strange  Park  to  eliminate  existing  duplication  of  facilities. 

Raze  existing  community  center  building  -  rebuild  new  community  center  on  Legion  Stadium 

land  if  reuse  study  reco  mm  ends  this  action. 

Acquire  poorly  drained  land  contiguous  to  Love  Grove  Park  for  future  development  as  passive 

and  active  recreation  area. 

Acquire  property  and  develop  park  between  Meares,  Kidder,  5th.  and  7th.  Streets  -  \\    acres 

min  imum  size. 

Plant  trees,  wherever  practical,  along  both  sides  of  Dawson  Street  -  between  17th.  Street 

and  new  Dawson  Street  Bridge. 
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July  1,  1968  to  June  30,  1971 


Acquire  property  adjacent  to  City  Hall  parking  lot 
into  an  additional  parking  area, 
Renovate  Thalian  Hall. 


raze  existing  buildings  and  develop 


Construct  elementary  school  on  previously  acquired  site  in  Winter  Park  section  of  the  County, 

Acquire  7  residences  adjacent  to  the  southern  campus  of  New  Hanover  High  School  -  raze 

these  buildings  and  incorporate  land  into  existing  campus. 

Close  13th.  Street,  between  Market  and  Dock  Streets  -  convert  this  section  of  street  into 

walkway,  landscape  and  provide  benches,  etc. 

Construct  pedestrian  walkway  over  Market  Street  (at  13th.  Street)  to  connect  north  and  south 

campus  of  High  School  -  depress  Market  Street  if  necessary. 

Implement  improvement  recommendations  stated  in  City's  Historical  Area  Study. 

Begin  rehabilitation  (urban  renewal)  programs  in  Districts  3,  4,  5,  12,  13,  and  27  as 
recommended  in  City's  Neighborhood  Analysis. 


July  1,  1971  to  June  30,  1978   (7  year  fiscal  period) 


Acquire  land  at  intersections  of  Wrightsville  Avenue  and  Highway  132  and  Oleander  Drive 

and  Highway  132  for  future  State  improvements  to  these  intersections. 

Acquire  80  foot  right-of-way  and  extend  Independence  Boulevard  from  Market  Street  to  the  City's 

northern  loop  bypass.  -  improve  to  60  foot  pavement  width,  provide  curbs  and  gutters. 

Acquire  additional  right-of-way  along  Wrightsville  Avenue  and  improve  to  60  foot  pavement 

width  -  provide  curbs  and  gutters. 

Continue  City  street  paving  program  on  a  priority  of  importance  basis  -  including  streets 

petitioned  for  paving  in  the  past. 
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July  1,  1971  to  June  30,  1971 


Acquire  land  or  easements  along  Burnt  Mill  Creek  and  its  subtributary  basins  for  future 

development  as  a  passive  recreational  area. 

Acquire  and  drain  low-lying  land  along  Smith  Creek,  between  Kerr  Avenue  and  the  River,  for 

future  development  as  a  regional  passive  recreation  park. 

Acquire  land  and  develop  neighborhood  park  between  Louisiana  and  Jefferson  Streets  and 

Virginia  and  Delaware  Avenues. 

Develop  previously  acquired  poorly  drained  land  contiguous  to  Love  Grove  Park  into  passive 

and  active  recreation  area. 

Landscape  waterfront  between  Dawson  and  Redcross  Streets  and  develop  with  paved  walkways, 

sail  boat  pavilions,  shelters,  etc. 

Construct  new  community  center  building  at  southern  terminus  of  4th,  Street-if  a  community 

center  was  not  previously  developed  on  Legion  Stadium  land, 


Acquire  land  and  construct  a  new  central  library  in  the  core  area  of  downtown 
site  minimum  -  improve  site,  acquire  library  equipment,  etc. 
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July  1,  1978  to  June  30,  1985   (7  year  fiscal  period) 


Acquire  land  and  construct  a  new  fire  station  in  a  centrally  located  area  (on  collectoi 
street)  -  \\    acre  site,  minimum. 

Implement  City's  adopted  Thoroughfare  Plan  in  its  entirety. 
Continue  with  City  street  paving  program. 

Develop  previously  acquired  land  along  Burnt  Mill  Creek  and  its  subtributary  basins  as 
as  passive  recreation  areas. 

Develop  previously  acquired  land  along  Smith  Creek  (from  Kerr  Avenue  to  the  River)  as 
a  regional  passive  recreation  area. 


Acquire  land  and  construct  new  City-County  office  complex  in  centrally  located  area- 
based  on  recommendations  in  previous  feasibility  study. 
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